Intro & Personal 

Good Morning (Afternoon) everyone.  My name is Mariana Bonetto. I’m 29 years old, single and  I live with my family in Resistencia, the capital of Chaco Province. My sponsor is the Rotary Club Presidencia de la Plaza. I'm an architect and I work in an Enterprise of Architecture in housing and kitchen design. I’m very glad to be here. Thanks to Rotary Foundation and you Rotary Members.

Allow me to introduce you to the province of Formosa, one of the three provinces of district 4790.  Formosa means “pretty” in old Spanish and is called the “Land of Nature and Possibilities”.  I'll be your guide in this short exposition about this developing area with a flat surface, rich in exotic vegetation, and strange wild animals.

Formosa is located at the north of the district 4790. It has an area of almost 72.000 (square) km. and a population of 500.000. The most important city has the same name (Formosa) and a population of  200.000. 

Main Economic activities

The major activity lies in agriculture, diversified tropical crops, cattle and related products. The main products are beef and leather. People say our beef is very best in the world.

The second most important economic activity is forestry. The main raw wood is "Algarrobo" a hard wood. For artistic purposes we use "Palo Santo" (holy wood). It is very popular. Furniture in our district is inexpensive and beautifully designed.

Let’s talk about Tourism

Tourism as profitable enterprise is just starting to rise in our district. One good thing about the devaluation of our currency is that now tourist places are very convenient for people from overseas and good for international tourism.  The main tourist attraction you can experience in our district is ECO Tourism enjoying nature and relaxing.  Formosa has three main tourist excursions: East, North East and West.

The East Course is the Capital where you can visit historical places and chat with very open and warm people. From there you can see the Paraguay River, the long one that begins in Brazil.  The Northeast Course offers the Franciscan ruins.  The San Antonio Mission is the best.  The West Course begins with visit to "Laguna Blanca" a low lake with beautiful vegetation. From there, you continue to the "Bañado la Estrella" a big eco-system with a lot of exotic creatures and plants. This "Bañado" (swamp) is created by the river Pilcomayo. You can try sailing in a "Piragua" a small thin boat (like a kayak but more rustic).

There is also the National Park of Formosa where you can see more of our nature. 

Now I’d like to give …

Just a little description about Argentines……

We are well known over the world as very friendly people. It’s very common in ours cities, after a long and hard day of work, to meet some friends, prepare a good dinner, such as asado, and enjoy talking about little things looking the stars, and may be singing with a guitar too!!!.  During weekends we usually invite friends over during the afternoon or evening to share mate and a fun chat.  At night we enjoy going out for dinner. A wonderful place to go with friends in Corrientes is along the river walk beside the Paraná River.  

Sunday is traditionally a family day. We usually meet with the entire family, parents, brothers, sisters, and some times, grandparents too, to have lunch. Every ones brings something tasty to eat. Is an extended lunch where we all talk about the things we did during the week.  We love to meet new friendly people and invite them to our home, to meet our family. 

Thanks for your attention. Now Here is …….
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