Good morning /afternoon

I am Elena Soto and I live in Curuzú Cuatiá, in the province of Corrientes.

I am a Technician in Farm Administration and I work at the Secretariat of Production, which depends on the city council. My sponsor is the RC of Curuzú Cuatiá. 

Now I will talk about my province Corrientes.

It is situated in the North East of Argentina. Corrientes is situated in between the two large rivers, Paraná which is the second longest in South America and the river Uruguay. 

It has an area of 88.199 square Km and a population of a million people.

The capital of the province is Corrientes city, it is situated on the banks of the Paraná river. Other main cities are Goya, Paso de los Libres, Curuzú Cuatiá, Virasoro and Mercedes. 

In these rivers you can fish the largest river fishes like “dorado” which can weigh up to 25 kg and “surubi” up to 60 kg.

PRODUCTION:

CORRIENTES is the door to the MERCOSUR, it borders with three countries Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay and it has connection with the three countries.
The international transport is very important, because a lot of argentine products are exported through the province of Corrientes.

The provincial economy depends on primary products such as the breeding of cattle and sheep on the excellent natural pasture and the agriculture, the main crops being rice, corn, sorghum, soya, cotton, tomatoes, potatoes, watermelon, pepper and all the citrus varieties some blue berry, tea and yerba mate.

Forestry is important too, for the wood industry, the main plantations being eucalyptus and pines. 

The industry exploitation is represented by textile, wool, wood, constructions and slaughter house.
TOURISM:

The landscapes are woodlands with natural pastures, and a lot of rivers that cross the province, where adventure is possible… 

IBERÁ LAGOON: The "Shinning Water" of the Guaraníes. It is situated in the central part of the province. It is the most important reserve of sweet water in the world. It is inhabited by wild animals: “yacaré” alligators, monkeys, swamp deer, “carpinchos”, the largest rodent in the world, and 368 different species of birds.

LIFE ON THE ESTANCIAS. It is possible to stay on the "estancias", more than 20 typical ranches offer ecotourism activities. There you can do trekking, horse riding, fishing and watch the native flora and fauna, and live a traditional farm life.

FESTIVAL AND CHAMAMÉ. Numerous popular festivals are celebrated in the region. Carnival is one. In February all the province abound with beautiful dancing girls with hand made and colorful costumes, which made with feathers and sequins. Almost all people in the cities participate one way or another. The great Corrientes city carnival is one of the biggest carnivals in Argentina. Very colorful. 

This is the land of the “chamamé”, an unmistakable and singular musical rhythm, with its own National Fiesta, held in Corrientes city in December. 

In August, the National Festival of “Dorado” is celebrated in Paso de la Patria, 80 km East of the capital. 

Other places of interest: Monte Caseros a town with peaceful river beaches and attractive places on the Uruguay river. The hydro-electric dam of Yacyretá is one of the largest in the world, it is situated in the Parana river near Ituzaingo. Empedrado, with its imposing sandstone cliffs. You have to visit us!

An important tradition in the north of Argentina is the nap (for us the siesta). In our cities the nap is common, the hours of work are from 8 to 12 am and then after a nap /siesta from 4 to 8 pm.

And our lunches are our main meal of the day and hence a family gathering, then we go to the bed and sleep one or two hours, then we return to work. Thank you. 

Now here is Mariana.






