Speech Chaco (Raúl y Lia)

(Raúl)

I’m Raul, I’m 39 years old and I’m married since 2 years ago with Alexandra. I’m glad to be here, having these great experience. I’m a psychologist, graduated in 1990 and I’ve got two specializations in this profession. 

The first one, I’ve got it as a residence in mental health, so I spent my first eight professional years working at hospitals. Later on, around 1997 I started to come very interested in forensic psychologist.

After 3 years of study I start to work in a Juvenile Court doing evaluations for the Judge about child abuse, juvenile offenders, domestic violence and adoptions.


The province of Chaco is a relatively young province whose name derives from the aborigine “chacu” refereeing the hunting system employed by it’s former inhabitants. It has a population of 1,000,000 people and it’s 38,468 miles square (99,633 km2), which is about half the size the state of Colorado. The main city is Resistencia, with a population of 350,000. This is where Lia, Gustavo and I live.


The weather is rainy, humid, and hot with temperatures reaching an average of 40ª Celsius in the summer.


The vegetation is dense and characterized by trees that provide hard timber such as, quebracho and algarrobo. In the woods you may find regional species, some in danger of extinction.


The city is surrounded deep running rivers. The largest is the Parana which is also the second longest in South America.


It was settled mainly by European immigrants from Italy and Spain , but also from Germany, Yugoslavia, Croatia, Bulgaria, and the Ukraine. Before these immigrants settled here, the native aboriginals, the Tobas, Wichis, Mocovies, Pilagas, and Abipones were the original inhabitants.


Today, only about 25,000 Tobas live on the outskirts of the city. They still speak their own language, but have lost most of the richness and traditions of their own culture.


There are 10,000 Wichis living in the whole province. They live in the woods and devote themselves to fishing and hunting. They have been able to preserve their culture and way of life due to the fact that they’re not in close contact with the cities.
