Intro & Personal 

Hello! Ladies and Gentlemen  

My name is Martin Argañaraz. I’m 27 years old and sigle (today is my birthday). My sponsor is the Rotary Club Formosa 8 de Abril. I've worked at the Lottery of Formosa for 5 years as its chief system analyst. I’m very glad to be here. Thanks to Rotary Foundation and you Rotary Members.

Allow me to introduce you to the province where I come from and where I borned: Formosa  “Land of Nature and Possibilities”.  I'll be your guide in this short exposition about this developing area with plain surface, rich in exotic vegetation, and wild estrange animals.

Formosa is located at the north of the district 4790. It has an area of almost 72.000 (square) kms (1/4 of Colorado) and a population of 485.000. The most important city is called the same (Formosa) and has a population of  200.000. 

Let’s talk about Tourism

Tourism as profit enterprise is just starting to raise in our District. One good thing with the devaluation of our currency is that now tourist places are very convenient for people from overseas and also for internal tourism.

Although there are many types, the main tourism you can have in our district is ECO Tourism to see Nature and Relax. 

Formosa has three main tourist courses: East, North East and West.

East Course: Is the Capital where you can visit historical places and chat with very close and warm people. From there you can see the Paraguay River. Long one that borns in Mato Grosso in Brazil. Please visit Herradura, a camping place very quite and nice it's just 15 min from downtown. By the way, my father has a canteen there so please buy something. :D

North-East: We had some Franciscan Ruins to visit. San Antonio is the Best Place.

West: This is the nature course. If you visit Formosa please stat with "Laguna Blanca" a low lake with beatiful vegetation. Then continue to the "Bañado la Estrella" a big eco-system with a lot of exotic creatures and plants. This "Bañado" (swamp) is created by the river Pilcomayo. It is very low so you can try seal in "Piragua" a small thin bote (like kajak but rustical).

There is also the National Park of Formosa where you can see more about our nature. 

Now I’ll speak about... 

Main Economic activities

Years ago cotton and banna were the main production.

Nowadays the mayor activity lays on cattle and related products. The main products are meat and leather. People says our meat is very famous in the world.

The second important economic activity is forestry. The main raw wood is "Algarrobo" a heavy kind of wood. For artistic purpose we use "Palo Santo" (holly wood). It is very appreciate. Furniture in our district is cheap and has good design., Lía talked about it.

Just some words about our Customs 

Because of the high temperature we have siesta (nap) like others tropical areas.

Another tradition is to eat “Asado” in Sunday morning. The asado consist in meat with special ingredients and other parts of the cow cooked on grill with coal. Asado is much more than a barbecue is about bringing family together and share with friends. You can make an asado in special occasions too. For example, this convention is a perfect occasion for an asado.

Thanks for your attention. Now Here is Ricardo.
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